Create inclusive learning
environments where special education needs are identified and met
• Provide early assessment and intervention to maximize learning • Improve access to quality early childhood care and education to give children with disabilities and special education needs the best start in life • Develop teacher training, school curricula, learning materials, and methods for assessing learning that are inclusive • Overcome physical barriers to improve access to and around school buildings
Invest in data and research
• Develop standardised definitions of disabilities and special education needs • Collect and disseminate quality sex-disaggregated data on children with disabilities to assist with effective planning and delivery of services • Create frameworks for assessment of disabilities and special education needs that can be used by teachers
Develop partnerships with NGO's, communities, schools and families
• Invest in targeted funding for education support services • Work to challenge stigma, discrimination and negative attitudes so children with disabilities are welcomed in school • Make sure families, teachers and practitioners have the support they need to meet the development needs of children with disabilities and special education needs 1 2 3
In focus:
• Girls with disabilities are invisible in education.
Education statistics under-represent the extent of disabilities among children. There are no clear shared definitions for disability and no comparable data on the incidence of disabilities amongst girls.
• Girls with disabilities are less likely to attend, achieve or stay at school. In East Asia and the Pacific in 2003 less than 10% of children with disabilities were enrolled in school and in some countries the figure was as low as 1-2%.
• Girls with disabilities are highly likely to be unemployed when they grow up. 80-90% of adults with disabilities are unemployed in developing countries.
• Girls with disabilities are at greater risk of violence and sexual assault. Children with disabilities are at least 1.7 times more likely to experience violence than their non-disabled peers.
• Girls with disabilities consistently meet obstacles to achieving quality lives. 
Disabilities

